[Nephrotoxicity of mitomycin C (apropos of 25 case reports). Results of a multicenter survey organized by the Society of Nephrology].
We have studied 25 cases of hemolytic and uremic syndrome (H.U.S.) induced by mitomycin C, collected from 1976 to 1982 in 12 Nephrology Centers. Mitomycin C was administered in successive cures at a cumulative dose higher than 50 mg/m2. This H.U.S. is characterized by its slow and late occurrence, by extra-renal, mainly respiratory, manifestations that may reveal the disease, and finally by its pathological aspects. Mesangiolysis and endothelial or mesangial enlarged and atypical nuclei are observed in addition to the usual lesions of thrombotic micro-angiopathy. The prognosis was very poor in the first cases reported. It was better, however, in the patients studied more recently, because the cumulative dose was lower. In severe cases, plasma exchange might improve long-term prognosis. The disease might be due to a direct toxic effect of mitomycin C on the vascular endothelium.